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1. The work of Kumar La Noce is based on typological reasoning and create memory. In your opinion, how 

contemporary architecture is informed by collective memory, if so?  

 

Collective memory is what adds a certain fundamental value to our idea of architecture. It allows us to think of 

space not as a function of style or fashion but as having a universal quality. In many cases, especially in fast 

growing urban areas, contemporary architecture is completely devoid of any ‘memory’, which leads to dystopic 

city structures.  

 

Also, Kumar La Noce is a sum of two different cultures and geographical origins and our work arises from this 

dichotomy. Collective memory allows us to work and imagine together, based on the impulse a space or an 

object invokes in us, places we remember and associate our feelings with, our relationships with nature.  

 

2. What types of architecture (residential, educational, commercial) better represent collective memory, in 

your vision?  

 

Collective memory works with typologies rather than genres of architecture. In this sense, a space or set of 

spaces can have certain characteristics irrespective of their program or function.  

 

 

3. In 2016 and 2017 your firm was chosen the best by some professional organizations in India, awarded, 

your works were exhibited at an exhibition. Did these events help you in your professional establishment 

or career, how did it influent?  

 

Recognitions help immensely to take our work forward to larger audiences, but more importantly, give us a 

chance to reflect on our own work, understand and evaluate the directions we are taking and where we would 

like to go.  

 

4. Bhavana, you got your bachelor degree in RCVE, Bangalore, India, and MA in Housing and Urbanism 

from the Architectural Association, London. But also you had a really interesting experience: Gurukul 

scholarship from SPICMACAY to study art and philosophy at the Dalai Lama’s Monastery. Did this 

somehow influence on the architecture you create, on your own professional philosophy? Did you 

integrate this experience in your practice? 

 

The Gurukul scholarship came just after I had finished high school, before joining architecture school. The 

particular timing of this experience was valuable beyond measure. The people and places I got to visit and 

learn from will always be a part of what I am and will be. Maybe not directly, but this experience also 

reinforced in me the importance of restraint in ego, in design and in creating beauty. 

 

 

5. What are the three words/concepts, which better express your work?  

 

Lightness, Balance, Evocativeness/Interpretation 

 

 


